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1 A PICTURE IS WORTH A THOUSAND 
WORDS 


This familiar saying certainly has its place, but we have no 
images of Christ, at least not in that sense. However, we have a 
stunning word-picture of His character from Scripture. Though 
the biblical word-portrait of Jesus provides very little 
information about His physical appearance, it does provide a 
mountain of information about His character. It is possible that 
Christ was unimpressive physically, but that line of thought 
cannot be sustained about His inner person. 


We have inherited a scriptural collection of powerful images 
of Christ. Through the centuries artists and authors have 
interpreted scripture in their art work. Some of the images fit and 
some don’t. The person of Christ is so vast it is impossible to 
capture the complete biblical revelation of Christ in art forms. 
Only the Bible reveals His person, and gives us details 
concerning His character accurately. The Bible does not present 
Christ as a statue in some cathedral staring off into space, nor is 
He still hanging on a Roman cross. Amidst the thousands of 
artistic representations of Him hanging in museums, there is an 
amalgamation of everything from an Italian with a dark 
complexion to a blue-eyed Swede. No wonder people are 
confused! They are looking in the wrong place and for the wrong 
thing. The only accurate and true picture of Christ is found only 
on the pages of the Bible, which is God’s Word. In the Bible 
God is saying, “Hello, this is what I look like.” Don’t go looking 
for that verse in scripture because it isn’t there. No, there is no 
actual passage that says that, but figuratively it is very true. We 
have no idea of what He physically looked like because neither 
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Christ nor His apostles felt that was important for us to have. If it 
was we would have it in detail. But what He looked like 
spiritually was and still is very important for us to understand 
and behold. We are to behold him internally in our spiritual man 
until the day comes when we will see him face to face. 


Even though this ultimate reality awaits every person on earth 
for better or for worse according to the apostle Paul in Romans 
14:11, the Bible teaches that we can all be transformed into His 
image through faith as well. This does not mean that God’s plan 
for us all is to eventually look like a Jewish carpenter from the 
first century. It means that we are to go through a spiritual 
transformation that will gradually reveal the character traits of 
Christ. 


Since the character of Christ is an inexhaustible subject, this 
book examines some of the major passages from scripture that 
provide such a vivid picture of Jesus who is God. It is not 
necessary to discuss them all because the few passages that this 
book focuses on are ample to get the picture. This should help us 
get to know Him better. It should also help us develop a 
relationship with Him on a daily basis through faith and God’s 
written Word. It should tell us where we stand in this 
relationship if and when we fail Him and ourselves. This is 
conjoined along with a variety of dynamic features that 
accompany a living relationship with the risen Christ. 


So let’s get busy and take a good look from Scripture at the 
wondrous word-portrait of Jesus who is God incarnate. 


2 IF I|HAVE NOT LOVE 


On a television broadcast last evening a remark was made about 
Bill Gates. The remark was to the effect that Bill Gates is the 
most influential man in the 21st century. This author most 
respectfully and profoundly disagrees. They talked all about the 
new water-less high-tech toilets that he is bringing to poverty 
stricken areas of the world, where disease runs rampant because 
of unsanitary conditions. They also talked about his wonderful 
programs to bring vaccines to the neediest people of the world as 
well. Our hats are off to Bill Gates, however he is a multi- 
billionaire, and he most certainly can’t take his money with him 
at death. He should be helping the unfortunate and suffering in 
the world with all that money. However, he could do all of that 
ten times over, and it would not come close to the 
accomplishments of Christ for humanity in every century, not 
just the 21". 


As an introduction to the portrait of Christ in Scripture, one 
should take a look at the biblical description of love. Let’s take a 
look at what Paul the apostle said about love. “And if I bestow 
all my goods to feed the poor, and if I give my body to be 
burned, but have not love, it profiteth me nothing.” (RV, 1 
Corinthians 13:3) Paul’s remark in his letter to the Corinthian 


church is much more than an exhortation to seek and do loving 
acts toward others. Though the Bible does teach emphatically to 
love our neighbor as ourselves, including loving acts of 
kindness, it also goes much deeper. It teaches about possessing 
love. In this case it speaks about possessing the person of love in 
our lives by faith in Jesus Christ.““Whoever does not love does 
not know God, because God is love.” (NIV, 1 John 4:8) 
Therefore, the first element to the portrait of Christ in scripture 
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begins to emerge on the canvas for our inner eyes to see. He is 
love. He is divine love personified. The love that the Bible 
ultimately talks about is more than kind and unselfish acts 
toward others. Though we should not stop doing these things, 
they are not the ultimate picture of love from the Bible. “Let us 
not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will 
reap a harvest if we do not give up.” (NIV, Galatians 6:9) 


The Bible culminates the picture of God’s love in Christ 
through His redemptive work on the cross of Calvary. No 
billionaire will ever hang on a cross and reconcile the sinful 
world to God, as Christ did. “God was reconciling the world to 
himself in Christ, not counting people's sins against them. And 
he has committed to us the message of reconciliation.” (NIV, 2 
Corinthians 5:19) Nor will the world’s wealthy ever come again 
to earth on white horses accompanied by all of the holy angels of 
heaven for the sole purpose of destroying the devil and to put an 
end to sin and evil. “Enoch, the seventh from Adam, prophesied 
about them: “See, the Lord is coming with thousands upon 
thousands of his holy ones to judge everyone, and to convict all 
of them of all the ungodly acts they have committed in their 
ungodliness, and of all the defiant words ungodly sinners have 
spoken against him.” (NIV, Jude 1:14) Only Jesus qualifies for 
that. 


Though there have been many to lay claim to love in many 
respects, only Jesus is the personification of God’s love. “For 
God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that 
whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.” 
(NIV, John 3:16) It is possible for people to alleviate the 
suffering of others, but it is not possible for anyone except Christ 
to grant eternal life. It does not take long while reading the New 
Testament accounts of Christ’s life and ministry to see the 
uniqueness of the theanthropic person. The Bible teaches that He 
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is the exact representation of the invisible God. “The Son is the 
radiance of God's glory and the exact representation of his being, 
sustaining all things by his powerful word. After he had provided 
purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty 
in heaven.” (NIV, Hebrews 1:3) In other words, if you want to 
know what God looks like, read the Bible through faith, and 
there He is to see. As we read the Gospel accounts, we will see 
page after page of pure love. It is a love like no other. 


However, many people’s minds are warped by the ideologies 
and philosophies of this sinful world. Humanity, in his 
unregenerate state, is a soulish prisoner of depravity. Even in 
humanity’s highest and most lofty aspirations, human thought is 
ultimately twisted by sin. This convoluted state of unredeemed 
humanity has twisted the inner perception of people. This state is 
to the point of either completely rejecting, or in many cases, 
tailoring what the Bible presents as the picture of love. There is 
no point in going into the Greek exegesis of the biblical terms, 
because most readers are not really interested in that anyway. It 
should suffice to simply notice the dramatic difference between 
the two. If you are, turn to a good lexicon. It does not take long 
while reading the Scripture to notice that there is a stark contrast 
between how the world is presently defining love and how the 
Bible defines love. 


In particular, American society, which is_ pluralistic 
politically, has somehow thought that the definition of love 
should be pluralistic as well. Simply put, many people in our 
society believe that all forms of love are equal and deserve the 
same degree of respect. This is without respect for the final 
results and consequences of the presumed forms of love. Under 
this premise prostitution, homosexuality and traditional marriage 
are on equal ground as long as people are not suffering injury by 
these forms of love. In other words, if it is not hurting people it 
is fine. This is hogwash, and the Bible does not endorse that 
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thinking. This way of thinking has evolved from a few sitcoms 
and talk-show hosts into a progressive pattern of acceptance of 
what God clearly calls sin in His Word. It is a form of universal 
inclusivity, and it does not fit the picture of God’s exclusively 
holy character or the biblical picture of love. In other words God 
hates sin, and is completely outraged by it. However, He offers 
unconditional (agape) love to the sinner because His wrath 
concerning sin has been appeased (thoroughly satisfied) at the 
cross of Christ. This does not mean that God loves the sinner and 
permits the sinner to carry on as usual. It means that God has an 
offer of forgiveness and transformation that stems from the 
awful penalty that Christ bore on the cross for the sin of the 
entire world. 


Therefore, the trite Bible quotations on Christmas cards about 
peace on earth and goodwill toward men are only partially true. 
Actually, much of the world still lives beneath the awful wrath of 
God because much of the world still rejects God’s offer of His 
Son, the offer of His love, which must be received through 
personal faith in Christ. No one is saved because Christ died on 
the cross for the sin of the world. are saved when they put 
personal faith in Christ for They salvation. At that point the full 
weight of His provision of the legal payment for sin goes into 
effect for that individual. 


Our present social milieu accepts many practices, such as 
homosexuality and other forms of immorality, such as Internet 
porn, as normal lifestyles and genuine expressions of love. This 
is often executed under the unbiblical premise that God loves 
everybody, and everything about everybody. Emphatically, God 
has commended His love to the world without discrimination 
toward race, gender or social background or even degrees of sin. 
Some of the most important figures in God’s biblical revelation 
even committed murder, such as Moses, Paul and David. God 
has concluded that all human beings are sinful by birth, divine 


What Did Jesus Look Like? 


decree and by practice. Christ even prayed for the forgiveness of 
those who drove nails through His hands and feet. 


Though He has commended His love toward all humanity, He 
does not love everything about everybody. All such practices are 
perverted by sinful lust, and find their origins in the fallen state 
of sinful humanity, which is fueled by a self-centered character 
(sin nature) that cannot be stopped without God’s intervention of 
redeeming love. The Adamic or sinful nature of man is not 
acceptable to God, and that is why He has a plan to transform it. 
Though these sinful practices and beliefs are gaining ground like 
a California wildfire in the Santa Ana wind, they find no 
acceptance in God’s Word before His fiery eyes of judgment. If 
one were to reject these findings, the author would recommend a 
complete reading of the book of Revelation. Humans truly need 
to be saved. “In a similar way, Sodom and Gomorrah and the 
surrounding towns gave themselves up to sexual immorality and 
perversion. They serve as an example of those who suffer the 
punishment of eternal fire.” (NIV, Jude 1:7) 


Let’s gather our thoughts for a moment and clarify what all of 
this means. On the one side of the story God has reconciled the 
world to himself. Therefore, God does not hate homosexuals or 
any other sinner. He does not endorse bigotry of any kind. If so, 
he would not have prayed for forgiveness for the people who 
nailed Him to a cross. The cross of Christ is irrefutably the 
greatest gift of love ever. This offer stands in Christ as an 
exclusive offer because salvation is in Christ alone through faith. 
“Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name 
under heaven given to mankind by which we must be saved.” 
(NIV, Act 4:12) This exclusive offer is received through faith 
alone and nothing else. On the other side of the story the offer is 
all inclusive because it is to the entire world provisionally in 
Christ’s name. Other views that limit the scope of Christ’s 
redeeming work militate against the full revelation of God’s 


John Wesley Erbentraut 


Word. Once the free gift of salvation is received through faith 
the believer then has the opportunity to experience and live in 
the power of God’s love from within by the power and 
transforming work of the Holy Spirit. Every born-again child of 
God is equipped to live a godly life through the divine nature. 
“His divine power has given us everything we need for a godly 
life through our knowledge of him who called us by his own 
glory and goodness.” (NIV, 2 Peter 1:3) Only then can a human 
being accurately perceive and grow in the love of God. 


Even though the gift is free and humans can offer no works at 
all to God for it, people globally remain distant from God’s true 
revelation of love as revealed in His Word. People carry on with 
fear of judgment in their hearts and minds. This is a result of sin 
that has separated humanity from God. It is an inner prison of 
shame, fear and guilt in their minds and hearts. Millions more 
have gotten to the point of rejecting their conscience, and have 
become dulled to conviction and reject it altogether. To 
complicate matters more, the terrible effect of sin, which has 
greatly distorted the human mind and heart, is also compounded 
and aggravated by the active work of the deceiver in the world 
today. This spiritual wreckage has spiraled into a downward pull, 
which is presently drowning our society, not excluding much of 
the church, with twisted and lewd sex acts published on the 
internet and in multi-forms of entertainment. Many people do not 
realize that their PC is a potential electronic boa- constrictor. It 
can squeeze the life right out of you by just the click of a few 
buttons. Remember, David didn’t plan on staying that long with 
Bathsheba. 


However, there is no sense in picking on the internet or the 
film industry, because sin is published in the heart of humanity 
before it ever gets to the internet or the big screen. The murder of 
the human soul is as old as the Garden of Eden. This incredible 
evil scheme attempts to thwart the plan of God, by keeping 
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people blinded to the glorious love of God revealed through the 
preaching of the Finished Work of salvation as set forth in the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ. “And even if our gospel is veiled, it is 
veiled to those who are perishing. The god of this age has 
blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the 
light of the gospel that displays the glory of Christ, who is the 
image of God.” (NIV, 2 Corinthians 4:3-4) Yet people still have 
a tremendous need for love. The human heart is a reservoir either 
filled with the wrong definition of love or God’s definition of 
love who is Christ. 


Many people are afraid to come to God because they fear 
judgment of all the sin that they have committed. People feel this 
way because the Holy Spirit is convicting the world of sin, but 
He is also pointing people to Christ who is perfect love. This 
process is not without confrontation. We are confronted with the 
truth about our sinfulness, and about God’s righteousness. God is 
perfectly righteous, and simultaneously perfect in love. Christ is 
the personification of both. We cannot accept the one without the 
other, at least not without tearing half the pages out of God’s 
Word. That is exactly what liberal theology has done. It has 
smoothed over the entire issue of the confrontational properties 
of truth. Thus it has presented another Jesus. He is the Jesus on 
Christmas cards and in many churches, but He is not the Jesus in 
Scripture. 


Jesus came to cast out the demon (state of mind) of fear with 
perfect love, but not without the confrontation of truth. “There is 
no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear, because fear has 
to do with punishment. The one who fears is not made perfect in 
love.” (NIV, 1 John 4:18) We must face the truth about Him as 
the only legitimate avenue to God; we must also face the truth 


about ourselves as well. Actually, prostitutes and immoral 
persons do not need Christ anymore than the religiously devoted 
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because they do not have Christ through personal faith. This is a 
truth from Scripture that offends many people. “Jesus answered, 
“T am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the 
Father except through me.” (NIV, John 14:6) Christ did not 
come to punish sinners; he came to set them free from the power 


of sin and death. His second advent will be a different story; He 
will come again to judge all who have rejected His offer of 
forgiveness. That is truly worthy of fear. 


The Gospels are a wondrous fireworks display of God’s love. 
They reveal the fabulous nature of the grace and love of God. 
They explode on the scene with angelic announcements and 
prophetic fulfillment. The cannon blasts of grace healed the sick, 
raised the dead and forgave sinners. He put dead religion in its 
place, and revealed a new and vital way to God full of life and 
fruit. It all concludes with the drama of dramas, Christ on a 
cross, which terrible event unfurled the blossom of eternal life 
from an empty tomb. Let’s approach the canvas of God’s Word 
in the Gospels and behold the picture of His Son, Jesus Christ. 
For these reasons, the author has selected a few verses from 
scripture that certainly reveal God’s love. They are not the only 
or exclusive examples from the Bible on the subject, but they 
certainly enhance our vision as to the word-picture of Christ 
from scripture. This book obtains a composite word-picture of 
Christ through focusing on the words of a person who came face 
to face with the risen Christ on the road to Damascus. These are 
the words of a once-upon-a- time hardcore legalist, who was 
now transformed by the person of love who is Christ Jesus. 
Truly, these words reflect the apostle’s image of the Savior in 
Scripture that he came to know through grace and unconditional 
love. 


“Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not 
boast, it is not proud. It does not dishonor others, it is not self- 
seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. 
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Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. It always 
protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. Love 
never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will cease; 
where there are tongues, they will be stilled; where there is 
knowledge, it will pass away. For we know in part and we 
prophesy in part, but when completeness comes, what is in part 
disappears. When I was a child, I talked like a child; I thought 
like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I put 
the ways of childhood behind me. For now we see only a 
reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now I 
know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known. 
And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the 
greatest of these is love. (NIV, | Corinthians 13:4 -13) 


The apostle defines love in two basic ways, with positive and 
negative characteristics. The positive are here below listed. 


1. Love is patient 


2. Love is kind 


3. rejoices with the truth 


4. beareth all things 


5. believeth all things 


6. always hopes 
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7. always perseveres 


8. Love never fails 


9. And now these three remain: faith, hope and love 


10. But the greatest of these is love 


These ten positive attributes of God’s love are punctuated 
with eight negatives, or things that God’s love is not. 


1. It does not envy. 


2. It does not boast. 


3. Itis not proud. 


4. It does not dishonor others. 


5. Itis not self-seeking. 


6. Itis not easily angered. 
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7. It keeps no record of wrongs. 


8. Love does not delight in evil. 


These positive and negative attributes of God’s love are 
interrupted with a broad statement of reaching spiritual 
maturity and completion from verses 8-12. The passage 
concludes with the stunning verse that describes the three 
prize gems of the Christian walk. They are love, faith and 
hope. Clearly the apostle states that love is the greatest of 
these three. If we can truly love as Christ loved us we would 
shine His light in a world that walks in darkness. It is also 
clear that although every believer in Christ possesses the gem 
of His love, not all show it. This gem is the wealth that our 
neighbor needs. It is the strength that we need because it 
serves as a constant reminder during physical and spiritual 
hardships in this world that we are not really what our station 
in this world claims. We are actually the gem that shines in 
His eye from His throne in heaven. We are the precious 
possession bought with such a great price of His shed blood 
on the cross. Paul said in the book of Ephesians that we, “may 
have power, together with all the Lord's holy people, to grasp 
how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ.” 
(NIV, Ephesians 3:18) 


It is not the purpose of this book to examine every feature of 
God’s love. Truly such a task would take more than one lifetime. 
A long drawn-out book was not the objective. Each short chapter 
is set forth in almost a devotional format with an expository 
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slant. Though each chapter can be read in just a few minutes, the 
true scope of this short book is to reach upward to the high 
calling in Christ. Therefore, it is the author’s hope that each 
chapter would lead the reader into their own biblical research 
and devotion. One could spend hours or even days meditating on 
the subject material as presented. It is truly this authors hope that 
if we could peer into the depths of His loving eyes the 
experience would soften our hearts, and our present difficulties 
would melt beneath their blaze of glory. We would see the 
meaning of the biblical definition of love. It is a face. It is His 
face full of love forever toward us. We can learn to be vessels of 
His love if we learn to grasp what Christ looks like from 
Scripture. The picture that the Bible presents is love, pure divine 
love. 


3 LOVE IS PATIENT 


“The third time he said to him, “Simon son of John, do you 
love me?” Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him the third 
time, “Do you love me?” He said, “Lord, you know all things; 
you know that I love you.” Jesus said, “Feed my sheep.” (NIV, 
John 21:17) 


What a fabulous picture of patience, which is the first 
element of the composite word-portrait of Christ as described by 
Paul the apostle. Peter was the one who said that he would go all 
the way with Christ to the cross. He didn’t get very far did he? 
One might say that he fell flat on his face. He became a Christ 
denier and a liar. Yet Christ did not lose patience with Peter. His 
entire focus was on a single question. Do you love me? What a 
picture of patience and love intertwined. The question was not, 
“Why did you deny me”? Why did you let me down when I 
needed you the most? Why are you such a chickenhearted 
coward? Why are you a complete spiritual failure? Why are you 
here Peter, when you should be hiding your face from me? You 
should have known better because you are my disciple, and 
even in my inner-circle of disciples! You had knowledge of my 
power on the Mount of Transfiguration, yet you failed me! On a 
normal human relationship basis any of the above questions and 
accusations would fit the situation. Peter deserved to be 
slammed to the mat. 


However, Jesus does not maintain a normal human 
relationship with people. He is not your boss at your place of 
employment. He is not your professor at college. He is not even 
like your earthly parents who have the same sinful shortcomings 
that you do. There was no surprise in Jesus voice. There was no 
blame. There was no resentment. There was just patient love. To 
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paraphrase Peter’s response, “Oh Lord, what’s the use in 
playing games? You know everything about me!” How long did 
Jesus wait to hear that come from Peter’s heart? How long does 
He wait for us to confess that from our hearts? 


Christ waits patiently for us to get over our performance 
based Christian walk. He waits until we see that we are spiritual 
failures with no strength outside of Him. All other presentations 
of Christ in this regard are misrepresentations. He isn’t waiting 
around the corner until next Sunday to let us know how much 
we have failed Him. That type of picture just isn’t in the 
Scripture. He just wants us to realize that our relationship with 
Him is based on His love toward us, and the proper response to 
His love is our love in terms of serving Him through faith. It is 
not a performance! If it were, we would all fail as miserably as 
Peter. 


The question is, “Do you love me?” That is the focus! If we 
do, we need to be about the business of spreading the good news 
of Jesus Christ with a lost and dying world. God is not pointing 
a finger of condemnation in our face. He is just patiently waiting 
in love for us to realize that He is the only way to conquer our 
fears and many other weaknesses. Therefore, the first aspect of 
the word-portrait of Christ to behold is patient love. Take a deep 
look into the eyes of Christ along with Peter. The question is 
repeated over and over again. Do you love me? The response is, 
“of course I do!” “Lord, you know everything about me!” 


There are no surprises, God is not startled! He is not 
blaming! He is waiting for the day that we stop playing games. 
He is waiting because He already knows that we cannot do this 
without Him. No one can! Oh, what patience! Oh, what love! 
“The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some 
understand slowness. Instead he is patient with you, not wanting 
anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.” (NIV, 2 
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Peter 3:9) 
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4 LOVEIS KIND 


“Jesus went to the Mount of Olives. At dawn he appeared 
again in the temple courts, where all the people gathered around 
him, and he sat down to teach them. The teachers of the law and 
the Pharisees brought in a woman caught in adultery. They made 
her stand before the group and said to Jesus, "Teacher, this 
woman was caught in the act of adultery. In the Law Moses 
commanded us to stone such women. Now what do you say?" 
They were using this question as a trap, in order to have a basis 
for accusing him. But Jesus bent down and started to write on the 
ground with his finger. When they kept on questioning him, he 
straightened up and said to them, “Let any one of you who is 
without sin be the first to throw a stone at her.” Again he stooped 
down and wrote on the ground. At this, those who heard began to 
go away one at a time, the older ones first, until only Jesus was 
left, with the woman still standing there. Jesus straightened up 
and asked her, “Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned 
you?” “No one, sir,” she said. “Then neither do I condemn you,” 
Jesus declared. “Go now and leave your life of sin.” (NIV, John 
8:1-11) 


How many churches today would admit this woman into 
fellowship? Not many, is the answer, even though Christ had set 
this woman free from sin. Not a single stone was thrown in her 
direction. The full force of the Mosaic Law was present. This 
woman was caught red-handed in the sin of adultery. She had 
broken the seventh commandment. Jesus did not argue this point. 
Yet Jesus brought the trial on a broader discussion. In the face of 
the accuser’s trick questions, Jesus responded with a new 
commandment. “Let him who is without sin cast the first stone!” 
Why wasn’t the woman’s specific sin the focus? It wasn’t 
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because Jesus wants men to see the broader issue of sin. Namely, 
that we are all sinners equally deserving of being stoned under 
the law. 


Jesus had a much greater plan. Love is kind. There is no 
person in the true church of Jesus Christ that has not heard the 
kind words from His lips, “Go and sin no more!” This does not 
mean that God is giving us a second chance, or even 490 
chances. Jesus was standing between the condemnation of the 
Law and the woman that deserved to be stoned to death. The 
problem was that they all deserved to be stoned as well. The only 
person that didn’t was Jesus, because he was the only one 
without sin. His commandment to go and sin no more could not 
possibly mean that Christ was commanding the woman to not sin 
any more. If that were true He was committing her to a path of 
permanent failure and condemnation, and doomed to return to 
the same situation of potentially being stoned to death in the next 
five minutes. Love was much kinder than that. 


Without so much as a raised hand against her, Christ set her 
free from sin permanently. His commandment to go and sin no 
more was actually a proclamation of loving-kindness. To 
paraphrase Christ’s statement, “Go now, you are free from sins 
power and condemnation forever!” If it wasn’t, the trial of the 
woman caught in adultery would have ended with, “Go now, “I 
don’t want to see you here again in this situation as a repeat 
offender.” That is just the problem, we are all repeat offenders. 
Our only hope is to be set free permanently! 


Stop a moment and think this through. We have all repeated 
the same sins thousands of times. That is the truth! Every time 
we did, we deserved the same penalty as the woman caught in 
adultery, which is death by stoning. “So if the Son sets you free, 
you will be free indeed.” (NIV, John 8:36) This means free 
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completely and forever of all sin and its penalty which is death. 


The church would prosper spiritually in a multitude of ways 
if it exercised such kindness toward sinners. Yet most churches 
feel that people need to clean up their act first, or be placed on 
some sort of timetable to prove their sincerity concerning their 
profession of faith. Let’s see the eyes of kindness in the picture 
of our Savior. The woman was trapped in sin and so were her 
accusers. Yet only she walked free from sin in that situation. Just 
stop and consider the kindness that God showed each and every 
one of us when we first were saved. Just consider how great His 
kindness continues to grow as we walk through our years on 
earth in His grace and loving-kindness. For the LORD is good; 
His loving-kindness is everlasting and His faithfulness to all 
generations. (NASB, Psalm 100:5) 


20 


5 LOVE REJOICES WITH TRUTH 


“Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the 
kingdom of God unless they are born again.” (NIV, John 3:3) 


There is no power in the universe greater than truth. Love 
rejoices with truth, and is set in contrast to the first part of the 
verse, which states that love does not rejoice in unrighteousness. 
The Bible likens truth to light and lies to darkness. “This is the 
message we have heard from him and declare to you: God is 
light; in him there is no darkness at all.”(NIV, 1 John 1:5) 


The full experience of love for the believer while on earth is 
always connected to truth. The believer is to embrace truth from 
the Bible and reject the world’s philosophies. Though the 
world’s great philosophers offer some things that can also be 
found in the Bible, Christ is superior to all of the world’s 
philosophies. The world’s philosophies are not equal to God’s 
revealed truth in the Bible. If the believer is walking in the 
power of Christ’s love, he or she is also walking in the power of 
Christ’s truth. The two are really inseparable. Though there is 
much competition in the world for center stage concerning truth, 
“The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not 
overcome it.” (NIV, John 1:5) 


Therefore, if the believer is truly walking in God’s power the 
believer will also be walking in light, which is synonymous with 
truth. “But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have 
fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, 
purifies us from all sin.” (NIV, 1 John 1:7) Unfortunately, many 


believers are not walking in the truth. They have embraced false 
teaching or doctrine. This is tragic! It robs or defrauds the 
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believer of a great prize, which can only be experienced as the 
truth. “Take heed lest there shall be any one that maketh spoil of 
you through his philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of 
men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ.” 
(NIV, Colossians 2:8) The portrait of Christ in scripture is 
perfect truth. His truth never wavers at all. Believers have 
genuine reason to rejoice in God’s love. Rejoice in the Lord 
alway: again I will say, Rejoice. (NIV, Philippians 4:4) 
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6 LOVE BEARS ALL THINGS 


“Are they ministers of Christ? (I speak as one beside himself) 
I more; in labours more abundantly, in prisons more abundantly, 
in stripes above measure, in deaths oft. Of the Jews five times 
received I forty stripes save one. Thrice was I beaten with rods, 
once was I stoned, thrice I suffered shipwreck, a night and a day 
have I been in the deep; in journeyings often, in perils of rivers, 
in perils of robbers, in perils from my countrymen, in perils from 
the Gentiles, in perils in the city, in perils in the wilderness, in 
perils in the sea, in perils among false brethren; in labour and 
travail, in watchings often, in hunger and thirst, in fastings often, 
in cold and nakedness. Beside those things that are without, there 
is that which presseth upon me daily, anxiety for all the 
churches. Who is weak, and I am not weak? who is made to 
stumble, and I burn not?” (RV, 2 Corinthians 11:23-29) 


The truth is walking by faith in God’s service is risky because 
loving as Christ loves is also risky. It may very well be injurious 
to us. The above passage teaches this as fact. Yet, neither Paul 
nor we are alone in this battle. Paul was able to see the bigger 
picture. He was able to get over his injuries and losses to see 
something much greater at work in his life. “For our light 
affliction, which is for the moment, worketh for us more and 
more exceedingly an eternal weight of glory; while we look not 
at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen: 
for the things which are seen are temporal; but the things which 
are not seen are eternal.” (RV, 2 Corinthians 4:17 -18) 


Therefore, the question remains. Who was doing the bearing, 
Paul or Christ? To bring it on a personal level, we could ask who 
is doing our bearing, us or Christ? There is no doubt that Paul 
was feeling real pain and loss. We do too! Yet, he found strength 
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to bear his losses through Christ’s inner presence. We can too! 


Most of us will never be required to bear the kind of 
punishment that Paul did. Yet, that does not diminish the 
importance of our losses and the pain we may suffer in many 
ways for our walk in Christ through faith. Like Paul, we need to 
bring this on the plane of the bigger picture. We are engaged in a 
battle bigger than the sum of all of us combined. Only Christ can 
truly hold us up in our times of pain and loss. The great apostle 
endured inhumane suffering that is almost unimaginable. A 
beating with rods usually proceeds through the loss of all natural 
body functions and ends in death. Before death comes to 
alleviate the suffering, most people lose complete control of 
bladder and bowel functions. How horrible, yet true! 


This is a time to stop and consider how great a price has been 
paid for our faith. The pinnacle of the price of suffering is 
pictured at Calvary’s cross. It extends in both directions past and 
future from there. Do we take our spiritual freedom lightly? Do 
we not consider how great a price that was paid? Do we think 
that our minuscule troubles are so great and not worth going 
through? Do we think that the loss of a job or money is so great? 
They are not so great, yet not unimportant! 


Read these passages carefully. Our troubles are not so great. 
Nonetheless, they are not insignificant to God. They are 
important to Him. Actually, we have no real idea how much of 
our troubles and burdens God is really carrying. The burden is 
ultimately on Him. He bears our failures and complaints. The 
true picture of Christ is His love truly bears it all. “Cast all your 
anxieties on him, because he cares for you.” (ESV, | Peter 5:7) 
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7 LOVE BELIEVETH ALL THINGS 


“IT CAN DO ALL THIS THROUGH HIM WHO GIVES ME 
STRENGTH.” (NIV, PHILIPPIANS 4:13) 


The Bible teaches a healthy dose of self-esteem and self- 
confidence. The Bible also teaches to place no confidence in the 
flesh. “For we are the circumcision, who worship by the Spirit of 
God, and glory in Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in the 
flesh:” (RV, Philippians 3:3) This is not a passage that teaches to 
have no self-confidence. It is a passage that teaches to have no 
confidence in the sinful nature of man. There are many passages 
that teach us to believe in ourselves in the sense of having self- 
confidence that God is the ultimate fulfillment and 
empowerment of all that He has called us to do and be. 


“There shall not any man be able to stand before thee all the 
days of thy life: as I was with Moses, so I will be with thee: I 
will not fail thee nor forsake thee. Be strong and of a good 
courage: for thou shalt cause this people to inherit the land which 
I sware unto their fathers to give them. Only be strong and very 
courageous, to observe to do according to all the law, which 
Moses my servant commanded thee: turn not from it to the right 
hand or to the left, that thou mayest have good success 
whithersoever thou goest.” (RV, Joshua 1:5-7) 


A careful reading of the passage from Joshua reveals that 
God wants His servant to be filled with confidence. Many of the 
things that God sends us to do are no less than daunting tasks. He 
does not want His servant to be shaking in his boots about 
everything that comes against him. The servant of God will face 
insurmountable odds at times. The way seems impossible yet 
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God told Joshua to be strong and of good courage. That means 
that if God has chosen you, he has His perfect reasons for His 
choice. Therefore, our confidence is not rooted in ourselves, 
rather in the one who has done the choosing. The reality is, God 
believes in us much more than we believe in ourselves. 


“And Moses said unto the LORD, Oh Lord, I am not 
eloquent, neither heretofore, nor since thou hast spoken unto thy 
servant: for I am slow of speech, and of a slow tongue. And the 
LORD said unto him, Who hath made man’s mouth? or who 
maketh a man dumb, or deaf, or seeing, or blind? is it not I the 
LORD? Now therefore go, and I will be with thy mouth, and 
teach thee what thou shalt speak.” (RV, Exodus 4:10 -12) 


It is clear that Moses did not believe in himself to do what 
God had called him to do. God had to remind him as to who was 
the Creator of Moses mouth. Moses had to see God’s love 
through all of this. It was a love that believed in Moses more 
than Moses believed in himself. Many believers struggle 
intensely with this issue. Do you? If so, you need to see the 
picture of God’s love that believes in you more than you believe 
in yourself. “Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not 
on your own understanding.” (NIV, Proverbs 3:5) 


26 


8 LOVE ALWAYS HOPES 


“NOW FAITH IS CONFIDENCE IN WHAT WE HOPE FOR 
AND ASSURANCE ABOUT WHAT WE DO NOT SEE.” 
(NIV, HEBREWS 11:1) 


At the very grassroots of the Christian faith is the great hope 
of the resurrection of the dead. Jesus demonstrated His power 
over death numerous times during the course of His ministry. 
The widow’s son in Nain is one such example. The Lord told the 
woman to stop crying. This is because we have such great hope 
over death in Christ. Read the passage from Luke’s Gospel 
below. 


“Soon afterward, Jesus went to a town called Nain, and his 
disciples and a large crowd went along with him. As he 
approached the town gate, a dead person was being carried out-- 
the only son of his mother, and she was a widow. And a large 
crowd from the town was with her. When the Lord saw her, his 
heart went out to her and he said, “Don't cry.” Then he went up 
and touched the bier they were carrying him on, and the bearers 
stood still. He said, “Young man, I say to you, get up!” The dead 
man sat up and began to talk, and Jesus gave him back to his 
mother. They were all filled with awe and praised God. “A great 
prophet has appeared among us,” they said. “God has come to 
help his people.” This news about Jesus spread throughout Judea 
and the surrounding country.” (NIV, Luke 7:11-17) 


The apostle Paul put it this way to Timothy. “Here is a 
trustworthy saying: If we died with him, we will also live with 
him.” (NIV, 2 Timothy 2:11) The apostle John recalled Jesus 
words in his Gospel. “Before long, the world will not see me 
anymore, but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live.” 
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(NIV, John 14:19) There is no greater hope in this world than 
victory over the grave and death. Yet, that is exactly the loving 
hope that has been committed to all who come and trust Christ. 


There is no worse situation that faces humanity than death. 
Death is the worst! These passages place all other issues into 
perspective. Our plans and ambitions take a back seat to the great 
hope of the Gospel of Christ. What a great hope the believer 
possesses! We can face our lives and then the end with a hope 
that produces a peace that surpasses understanding. “May the 
God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, 
so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy 
Spirit.” (NIV, Romans 15:13) 
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9 LOVE ALWAYS PERSEVERES 


“NOT ONLY SO, BUT WE ALSO GLORY IN OUR 
SUFFERINGS, BECAUSE WE KNOW THAT SUFFERING 
PRODUCES PERSEVERANCE; PERSEVERANCE, 
CHARACTER; AND CHARACTER, HOPE. AND HOPE 
DOES NOT PUT US TO SHAME, BECAUSE GOD'S LOVE 
HAS BEEN POURED OUT INTO OUR HEARTS THROUGH 
THE HOLY SPIRIT, WHO HAS BEEN GIVEN TO US.” (NIV, 
ROMANS 5:3-5) 


The above passage from Paul’s letter to the Romans 
reveals an incredible tapestry. Look carefully as to where 
perseverance is placed in this tapestry. Now we are beginning 
to understand that getting to see and know the picture of 
Christ in the Bible is getting to know all of the facets of 
Christ’s love at work in our lives. They are all working 
together for our good. “And we know that in all things God 
works for the good of those who love him, who have been 
called according to his purpose.” (NIV, Romans 8:28) This 
actually means that all of these elements are being woven 


together into an eternal tapestry that looks like Christ. So let’s 
dispel the image of a first century Jewish guy with a beard and 
robe. Even if those images are accurate they don’t really 
matter because that is not how God is transforming us. He is 
transforming us into the character of Christ-likeness. “Let 
perseverance finish its work so that you may be mature and 
complete, not lacking anything.” (NIV, James 1:4) God uses 
persevering love, or in other words, He uses love that 
perseveres to shape and remake us into vessels that are useful 
to the Master. 


There is no doubt that this is a lifetime process. It will not 
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end until we are in heaven with Christ forever. “Dear friends, 
now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet 
been made known. But we know that when Christ appears, we 
shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is.” (NIV, 1 John 
3:2) God’s love perseveres until the end. We are His 
workmanship. “For we are God's handiwork, created in Christ 
Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for 
us to do.” (NIV, Ephesians 2:10) We are the clay and he is the 
potter. He is shaping us through many tools in His hands. One 
of these important tools is persevering love. It never gives up 
on us. No, not ever! “Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and 
today, and forever.” (NIV, Hebrews 13:8) 
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10 LOVE NEVER FAILS 


“THEN EVERYONE DESERTED HIM AND FLED.” (NIV, 
MARK, 14:50) 


There it is, every one of His disciples fled. They all sought 
their own safety. Nonetheless, the story did not end there in 
failure because God’s love didn’t. Love that cannot fail didn’t 
stop at the failures of His disciples. It didn’t stop at the failures 
of the nation of Israel. It didn’t stop at the failures of the entire 
world. It kept on walking right up out of the grave in total 
victory over sin and death. You have failed, I have failed and we 
have all failed God miserably, but God’s love has not failed us. 
God was in total control of it all. “Indeed Herod and Pontius 
Pilate met together with the Gentiles and the people of Israel in 
this city to conspire against your holy servant Jesus, whom you 
anointed. They did what your power and will had decided 
beforehand should happen.” (NIV, Acts 4:27-28) 


His disciples eventually, beginning with a woman, began to 
crawl out of hiding after the crucifixion. “Early on the first day 
of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene went to the 
tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the 
entrance.” (NIV, John 20:1) It is possible that even Mary was 
using the cover of darkness to approach the Roman guarded 
tomb. Then after Mary found the tomb empty she excitedly 
reported her findings to the big brave men. Then a couple of the 
disciples came to check it out. Boy, they had so much faith it 
was blinding! One might say it was so blinding we can’t see it at 
all! “They found the stone rolled away from the tomb.” (NIV, 
Luke 24:2) This is the power of unfailing love. This is the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
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What can we surmise from all of this? The Gospel is based 
on the promises of God, not our ability to believe those 
promises. If it were, Christ would have never risen. Though the 
Gospel is to be received individually by faith, there is nothing 
really faithful about our faith that would deserve the resurrection 
of Christ. He did it for you, me and the entire world. His love 
never fails! “But thanks be to God, who always leads us as 
captives in Christ's triumphal procession and uses us to spread 
the aroma of the knowledge of him everywhere.” (NIV, 2 
Corinthians 2:14) 
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11 LOVE REMAINS 


“ON THE EVENING OF THAT FIRST DAY OF THE WEEK, 
WHEN THE DISCIPLES WERE TOGETHER, WITH THE 
DOORS LOCKED FOR FEAR OF THE JEWISH LEADERS, 
JESUS CAME AND STOOD AMONG THEM AND SAID, 
“PEACE BE WITH YOU!” (NIV, JOHN 20:19) 


If Christ’s mission had depended on the faithfulness of His 
disciples, the entire project would have been aborted long ago. 
Since His disciples had first discovered His resurrection they 
soon slipped back into unbelief. So, what did God do about it? 
His love sought them and remained with them forever. “Then he 
said to Thomas, “Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out 
your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe.” 
(NIV, John 20:27) By the way, this command of Christ to 
Thomas was not for him alone. It was for all of us. 


What incredible words of power! They are rooted in a love 
that remains faithful even when we are not. That is grace! That is 
the Finished Work of Christ! The Bible says that He will never 
leave you or forsake you for any reason. “Keep your lives free 
from the love of money and be content with what you have, 
because God has said, “Never will I leave you; never will I 
forsake you.” (NIV, Hebrews 13:5) It also says that nothing shall 
separate us from His love. 


“Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? 
Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine 
or nakedness or danger or sword? As it is written, 
“For your sake we face death all day long; we are 
considered as sheep to be slaughtered.” No, in all 
these things we are more than conquerors through 
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him who loved us. For I am convinced that neither 
death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither 
the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither 
height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, 
will be able to separate us from the love of God that 
is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (NIV, Romans 8:35- 
39) 


What a powerful report. Nothing shall ever separate us 
from God’s love. His is a love that remains forever! 
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12 LOVE IS THE GREATEST OF THESE 


“BLESSED IS THE ONE WHO PERSEVERES UNDER 
TRIAL BECAUSE, HAVING STOOD THE TEST, THAT 
PERSON WILL RECEIVE THE CROWN OF LIFE THAT 

THE LORD HAS PROMISED TO THOSE WHO LOVE HIM.” 
(NIV, JAMES 1:12) 


We are approaching the end of Paul’s great description of 
love which is really his description of Christ. If life is the crown, 
then what are the jewels in the crown? Certainly love, faith and 
hope are the central gems of the Christian walk and faith. As rare 
and precious as these three gems are, one stands out as more 
valuable than the others. It is the gem of Christ’s love. This gem 
cannot be held in our hands like a diamond or ruby. No, it is the 
principle and value of what Christ did for us all at the cross. That 
principle should be placed at the very top of all of our thoughts 
in life. We should never leave it or displace it as the church of 
Ephesus did through leaving their first love. “Yet I hold this 
against you: You have forsaken the love you had at first.” (NIV, 
Revelation 2:4) Notice that he did not misplace His love to them; 
it was the other way around. 


The believer engages in a deep struggle and spiritual warfare 
daily. Much of this warfare is in our minds. The mind is a 
battlefield that at times is raging, with doubts, temptation, the 
world, the flesh and the Devil. However, we are more than 
conquerors over all of this. “No, in all these things we are more 
than conquerors through him who loved us.” (NIV, Romans 
8:37) 
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What Did Jesus Look Like? 


13 REACHING MATURITY 


“WHEN I WAS A CHILD, I TALKED LIKE A CHILD, I 
THOUGHT LIKE A CHILD, I REASONED LIKE A CHILD. 
WHEN I BECAME A MAN, I PUT THE WAYS OF 
CHILDHOOD BEHIND ME. FOR NOW WE SEE ONLY A 
REFLECTION AS IN A MIRROR; THEN WE SHALL SEE 
FACE TO FACE. NOW I KNOW IN PART; THEN I SHALL 
KNOW FULLY, EVEN AS I AM FULLY KNOWN.” (NIV, 1 
CORINTHIANS 13:11-12) 


Without a comprehensive understanding and assimilation of 
love a believer will not reach spiritual maturity. This author 
cannot help but think that Paul’s reference to childhood was not 
a reference to chronological age, but rather a reference to the 
years he spent futilely seeking maturity through the white- 
knuckle grip of the law. He thought that the whole episode in his 
life was now quite childish. He spent many of those years 
relentlessly pursuing righteousness through the law as a 
Pharisee. All of his severity as a legalist seemed foolish after 
meeting the person of love who is the risen Christ on the road to 
Damascus. His touching testimony in Acts chapter 22 tells the 
story of a man who once was driven by loveless religion and 
now was converted and transformed by the person of love. The 
power of this testimony is sheer grace. It is the grassroots of the 
Christian Gospel. Read it carefully, and consider how far the 
Church has drifted from the power of the unadulterated Gospel 
of grace. 


“T am a Jew, born in Tarsus of Cilicia, but brought 
up in this city. I studied under Gamaliel and was 
thoroughly trained in the law of our ancestors. I was 
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just as zealous for God as any of you are today. I 
persecuted the followers of this Way to their death, 
arresting both men and women and throwing them 
into prison, as the high priest and all the Council 
can themselves testify. I even obtained letters from 
them to their associates in Damascus, and went 
there to bring these people as prisoners to Jerusalem 
to be punished. “About noon as I came near 
Damascus, suddenly a bright light from heaven 
flashed around me. I fell to the ground and heard a 
voice say to me, “Saul! Saul! Why do you persecute 
me?” “Who are you, Lord?” I asked. “I am Jesus of 
Nazareth, whom you are persecuting,” he replied. 
My companions saw the light, but they did not 
understand the voice of him who was speaking to 
me. “What shall I do, Lord?” I asked. “Get up,' the 
Lord said, 'and go into Damascus. There you will be 
told all that you have been assigned to do.” My 
companions led me by the hand into Damascus, 
because the brilliance of the light had blinded me. 
“A man named Ananias came to see me. He was a 
devout observer of the law and highly respected by 
all the Jews living there. He stood beside me and 
said, “Brother Saul, receive your sight!” And at that 
very moment I was able to see him. Then he said: 
“The God of our ancestors has chosen you to know 
his will and to see the Righteous One and to hear 
words from his mouth. You will be his witness to 
all people of what you have seen and heard. And 
now what are you waiting for? Get up, be baptized 
and wash your sins away, calling on his name.” 
“When I returned to Jerusalem and was praying at 
the temple, I fell into a trance and saw the Lord 
speaking to me. “Quick!” he said, “Leave Jerusalem 
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immediately, because the people here will not 
accept your testimony about me.” “Lord,” I replied, 
“these people know that I went from one synagogue 
to another to imprison and beat those who believe in 
you. And when the blood of your martyr Stephen 
was shed, I stood there giving my approval and 
guarding the clothes of those who were killing 
him.” Then the Lord said to me, “Go; I will send 
you far away to the Gentiles.” (NIV, Acts 22:3-21) 


Paul recapitulated the essence of his testimony in his letter to 
the church at Philippi. Within Paul we see the stark contrast and 
spiritual warfare between the blind legalist and the man who saw 
the picture of perfect love. He came to understand that through 
losing all that he once was, which amounted to a pile of religious 
hypocrisy, he gained the true knowledge of the love of God. 


“For it is we who are the circumcision, we who serve God by 
his Spirit, who boast in Christ Jesus, and who put no confidence 
in the flesh- though I myself have reasons for such confidence. If 
someone else thinks they have reasons to put confidence in the 
flesh, I have more: circumcised on the eighth day, of the people 
of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; in 
regard to the law, a Pharisee; as for zeal, persecuting the church; 
as for righteousness based on the law, faultless. But whatever 
were gains to me I now consider loss for the sake of Christ. What 
is more, I consider everything a loss because of the surpassing 
worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have 
lost all things. I consider them garbage that I may gain Christ 
and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that 
comes from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ--the 
righteousness that comes from God on the basis of faith. I want 
to know Christ--yes, to know the power of his resurrection and 
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participation in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death.” 
(NIV, Philippians 3:3-10) 


At the very center of the Pharisee is the principle of works. 
The Pharisee is proud and self-centered. His personality is self- 
righteous and hypocritical. He struts about in a religiously 
boastful manner. He enjoys being noticed publically for his good 
deeds and religiosity. It is exactly this personality that is set 
against the character of Christ in the Gospels. These men thought 
that they were the epitome of spiritual maturity, and they wanted 
all to take notice. Well, Jesus did take notice, but not in the way 
they wanted. Christ publically exposed their charade. They were 
clearly offended, even to the point of hate and murder. This 
clearly proves Christ’s point. How could men that conspire to 
murder be spiritually mature at all? 


Many in the church today believe that activities will bring 
spiritual growth that will eventually lead to maturity. It won’t! 
Only the full revelation of the person of Christ and His loving 
grace will accomplish this. Nothing else can. However, there are 
many Pharisees in the church today. They secretly hate Christ’s 
message of grace and love. They reject God’s plan of the Holy 
Spirit’s work of transformation and promote their own works. 
These people are wolves in sheep’s clothing. They claim to 
know Christ, but in reality reject everything that Christ taught. 


At one time Paul was one of them. He was a proud and 
hardened Pharisee. His heart was cold as stone. He was a 
loveless legalist. He was all about his religion, but rejected 
God’s love. However, God’s love was greater than Paul’s 
hypocrisy. God saved him through the foolishness and weakness 
of the cross. Many people still think that religion is the way to 
God. They are wrong! God wants people to depend on the 
foolish message of the cross. The legalist from Tarsus became 
the apostle of grace and love to the world in Christ’s name. The 
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list of eight things that Christ’s love is not, match the Pharisees 
perfectly. Read the list carefully. If the shoe fits get rid of it and 
put on Christ. 


Eight Negatives that Christ’s Love is Not 


1. It does not envy- The Pharisees were envious of His 
popularity! “So the Pharisees said to one another, "See, 
this is getting us nowhere. Look how the whole world 
has gone after him!" (NIV, John 12:19) 


2. It does not boast- The Pharisees were boastful! “Two 
men went up into the temple to pray; the one a Pharisee, 
and the other a publican. (11) The Pharisee stood and 
prayed thus with himself, God, I thank thee, that I am 
not as other men are, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or 
even as this publican. I fast twice in the week, I give 
tithes of all that I possess. (13) And the publican, 
standing afar off, would not lift up so much as his eyes 
unto heaven, but smote upon his breast, saying, God be 
merciful to me a sinner. (14) I tell you, this man went 
down to his house justified rather than the other: for 
every one that exalteth himself shall be abased; and he 
that humbleth himself shall be exalted.” (KJV, Luke 
18:10-14) 


3. It is not proud. — The Pharisees were proud. “At that time 
Jesus went through the grainfields on the Sabbath. His disciples 
were hungry and began to pick some heads of grain and eat 
them. When the Pharisees saw this, they said to him, "Look! 
Your disciples are doing what is unlawful on the Sabbath.” 
(NIV, Matthew 12:1-2) 


4. It does not dishonor others.- The Pharisees dishonored 
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Christ. “Then they spit in his face and struck him with their fists. 
Others slapped him” (NIV, Matthew 26:67) 


5. It is not self-seeking- The Pharisees were selfish. Then the 
Lord said to him, “Now then, you Pharisees clean the outside of 
the cup and dish, but inside you are full of greed and 
wickedness.” (NIV, Luke 11:39) 


6. It is not easily angered- The Pharisees grew angry at 
Christ. “For this reason they tried all the more to kill him; not 
only was he breaking the Sabbath, but he was even calling God 
his own Father, making himself equal with God.” (NIV, John 
5:18) 


7p It keeps no record of wrongs. — The Pharisees kept records 
of wrong. “His disciples asked him, "Rabbi, who sinned, this 
man or his parents, that he was born blind?” (NIV, John 9:2) 


8. Love does not delight in evil- The Pharisees delighted in 
evil. “You belong to your father, the devil, and you want to carry 
out your father's desires. He was a murderer from the beginning, 
not holding to the truth, for there is no truth in him. When he 
lies, he speaks his native language, for he is a liar and the father 
of lies.” (NIV, John 8:44) 
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“On the Lord's Day I was in the Spirit, and I heard behind me 
a loud voice like a trumpet, which said: “Write on a scroll what 
you see and send it to the seven churches: to Ephesus, Smyrna, 
Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia and Laodicea.” I 
turned around to see the voice that was speaking to me. And 
when I turned I saw seven golden lamp stands, and among the 
lamp stands was someone like a son of man, dressed in a robe 
reaching down to his feet and with a golden sash around his 
chest. The hair on his head was white like wool, as white as 
snow, and his eyes were like blazing fire. His feet were like 
bronze glowing in a furnace, and his voice was like the sound 
of rushing waters. In his right hand he held seven stars, and 
coming out of his mouth was a sharp, double-edged sword. His 
face was like the sun shining in all its brilliance. 


When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. Then he 
placed his right hand on me and said: “Do not be afraid. I am 
the First and the Last. I am the Living One; I was dead, and 
now look, I am alive forever and ever! And I hold the keys of 
death and Hades. “Write, therefore, what you have seen, what is 
now and what will take place later. The mystery of the seven 
stars that you saw in my right hand and of the seven golden 
lamp stands is this: The seven stars are the angels of the seven 
churches, and the seven lamp stands are the seven churches.” 
(NIV, Revelation 1:10-20) 


I can empathize with John for being afraid, when he beheld 
the risen Christ in all His power and majesty. But when we take 
a deeper look at this scene, we see that at the center of all this 
unimaginable power and authority is pure love. In verse 17 
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Christ told John to not be afraid. Art, religion and philosophy 
have made many impressions in people’s minds about what 
Christ looks like. They have presented many images of God. 
Most of the world’s population is theistic, not atheistic. Most 
people know that there is a God, but they don’t know Him. 
They don’t even know that it is possible to know Him 
personally. Many people think that God pays attention to a 
religious leader such as the Pope or some other high religious 
figure. They have been left with the false impression that God is 
too busy to listen to an unimportant person in this world. They 
think that He has much more important things to do than to 
bother with trivial matters in this world, after all He has the 
universe to run. 


Does it really matter what He looks like? It is by far more 
important to understand what His character is like. It is the 
opposite from the Pharisees. Much of the Gospels focus our 
attention on the tension and disagreement between Christ and 
the Pharisees, but they also surpass this tension. They give us 
the only true and reliable picture of Christ. It is a picture 
painted in words. The passages surveyed in this book present 
many things that Christ is like and many things that Christ is 
not like. Only from the Word of God can we come to any true 
picture of Christ. We can clearly see that sinners should not fear 
coming to Christ just as they are. Without Him we would all be 
separated from God and His covenants and in the world without 
hope. “Remember that at that time you were separate from 
Christ, excluded from citizenship in Israel and foreigners to the 
covenants of the promise, without hope and without God in the 
world.” (NIV, Ephesians 2:12) 


Though God does not count sin against those who come to 
Christ by faith for salvation, this should not be misconstrued. 
He does not just permit His children to live any way they 
please. “Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the 
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flesh with its passions and desires.” (NIV, Galatians 5:24) The 
post-modern liberal gospel is no Gospel at all because it has 
completely ignored this aspect of God’s Word. If a child of God 


persists in living an unholy life-style, this can result in severe 
chastisement from God. This is unfortunate, but an important 
aspect of God’s love as well. However, these aspects of the face 
of Christ should not dim the glorious light that shines toward us 
in love, acceptance and not displeasure. 


He is not a stone-cold heartless God, just waiting to judge us 
for every wrong thing we do. If that were the case Christ would 
have never been given on the cross to begin with. The Holy 
Spirit would have never been sent to help us live the Christian 
life either. Let us never flinch from salvation by grace through 
faith alone in Christ. Our works count for nothing toward 
salvation and never will. That offends many people. That is 
because their view of Christ is un-scriptural and warped by 
legalism. Nonetheless, God can save them too. 


So, what did Jesus look like anyway? Well, the answer to 
that is not really physical, but spiritual. I firmly believe that if 
the Lord had wanted us to know what He looked like He would 
have let us in on it a long time ago. Therefore, He looked like 
the kindness to heal the blind and forgive sinners. He looked 
like a lamb led to the slaughter. He looked like silence before 
His accusers. He looked like a loving son to His mother, even 
when dying on a cross. He looked more brilliant than the noon 
sun to the proud Saul of Tarsus. He looked like a Shepherd ever 
watching in sleepless nights over the sheep of His pasture. He 
looked like a brother willing to do anything for His brethren. He 
looked like a simple carpenter from Nazareth. He looked like 
the landscape and heartbeat of ancient Palestine. He looked like 
the epitome of faithfulness and truth. He looked like love 
unfeigned. He looked like thousands of years of patience. He 
looked like the hope of God to a lost and dying world. He 
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looked like a morning star rising in the east upon the hopes and 
dreams of a very sinful world. His facial lines ran deep, as deep 
as the valley of the shadow of death. His eyes pierced deeper 
than the most hidden secret of humanity. He looked like He 
understood our plight. He looked like a command over even the 
most raging sea. He looked like our champion over sin and 
death. He looked weak but was eternally strong. He looked 
strong but His people did not notice. The contours of His 
strength gently rolled with the Galilean countryside. He looked 
like a stream of life giving water in a dry place. He looked like 
the plan of grace moving toward fruition upon the pages of a 
nation’s history. He looked like wisdom but the wise did not 
care to know Him. He looked like the master plan. He looked 
like the Master. He looked like God! This is a contour of the 
Spirit that is being shaped and molded to the image of God 
through our steps of faith and our lives in Christ. 


Do we recognize Him? Do we see Him in our own lives? 
We cannot see Him without eyes of faith. We can see Him in 
our sorrow, and when we need someone to comfort our broken 
hearts. We will see Him when our minds are so tired that we 
cannot think another thought without it being a painful process. 
We will see Him when, even after years of trusting and obeying 
His voice, there still doesn’t seem to be a solace to our souls. 
We will see Him draw near when our frustrations have turned 
to exasperation, and all we have left is our heads in our hands. 
We will see Him when our tears have run dry, and our hearts 
are still broken. The Lord is there. We will see Him when we 
are tempted. He can be the strength to endure. If we fall He can 
pick us up again. We will see the Lord in the issues of our 
hearts. He lives in the contours of the deep things that make our 
lives conform to His purpose. “But God hath revealed [them] 
unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the 
deep things of God. (KJV, 1 Corinthians 2:10) 
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